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Since Medellin Cartel chief Pablo Escobar's escape from prison in July 1992, the government has
repeatedly vowed it would not accept any conditions for his surrender. On March 17, however,
Attorney General Gustavo de Greiff told reporters in Bogota that several requests made by Escobar
recently would be granted: Escobar will be given his own kitchen facilities (to protect against
poisoning), a telephone line to call his family three times per week, and government protection for
his family. In exchange, Escobar must immediately surrender to authorities. De Greiff said these
were not "conditions," but rather "opinions on some minor things about prison conditions which
I don't see much problem in granting, not as a concession but rather as a solution." However, De
Greiff later added that he would prefer Escobar's capture rather than surrender. Escobar originally
surrendered in 1991 after President Cesar Gaviria guaranteed him lenient treatment and promised
to not permit his extradition to the US, where he faces multiple drug trafficking charges. Escobar
then turned his private jail in Envigado into a luxury residence and base for his continued dealings
as head of the Medellin cartel. He escaped on July 22, claiming there was a plot to assassinate him.
In the period since the escape, the government has progressively hardened its position toward the
fugitive, while drug-related violence has spiralled. Since the July escape, more than 100 Medellin
police officers have been killed by hired assassins in revenge for the death of a cartel member at
the hands of a police officer, plus a series of car bombings have killed over 50 people. Authorities
now believe Escobar will either be captured or be forced to turn himself in to escape the violence of
the rival Cali cartel. The government began a massive offensive against rebel and drug trafficking
organizations in November, and has dedicated nearly 6,000 government security agents to the
search for Escobar and his men. Since Escobar's escape, seven of his top associates have been killed,
13 have been captured, and 16 have surrendered. In addition, Escobar, his associates, and his family
have also been subjected to repeated attacks by two new armed groups dedicated to "eliminating"
the cartel leader: People Pursued by Pablo Escobar (Perseguidos por Pablo Escobar, PEPES) and
Free Colombia (Colombia Libre). (See NotiSur 02/23/93) The combined reward of nearly US$9.6
million offered by the Colombian government and the US Drug Enforcement Administration has
so far produced no leads for his arrest. Nonetheless, Escobar has apparently grown desperate. After
an attempt to send his family to safety in the US failed, on March 2 Escobar sent a fax to the New
York Times offering to surrender in return for US protection for his family. The offer was refused.
According to Archbishop of Bucaramanga Dario Castrillon, Escobar plans to surrender very soon
because he fears for his life. Escobar currently faces 18 charges in Colombia, including the murders
of three presidential candidates, a justice minister, an attorney general, and a newspaper director.
plus the bombing of the Colombian Avianca airliner in which 106 people were killed. (Sources:
Associated Press, 03/17/93; New York Times, 03/18/93; Spanish news service EFE, 03/17/93, 03/18/93,
03/20/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/17/93, 03/19/93, 03/20/93)
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